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   Tiger Talk Forever 
by Ashley Antunes 

 Tiger Talk is a fun way of getting information and has exciting 

articles to read. It also includes poetry, jokes, recipes, games, sports, 

interviews and much more. We  have an advice column called “Ask 

Tora” which helps students to solve their problems.  It also provides the 

experiences of real jobs like reporters, writers, and artists. So let’s keep 

Tiger Talk a part of Maloney forever.  

 We are celebrating 10 years of Tiger Talk this year. So, join in 

and celebrate by learning more about Maloney and reading the rest of 

this newspaper. A special thanks to Mrs. Thompson for allowing Mrs. 

Wiehn and Mrs. Synott to start the paper and to Mrs. Cullen for keep-

ing it going! 

Celebrating  

Ten Years of  

Tiger Talk! 

Correction  
 In our last issue of Tiger 

Talk, Caleb Roden’s name was mis-

takenly written as Joshua Roden in 

his article on page 3. Apologies to 

Caleb. 

by Amber Venditti by Yonatan Hagerty 

 Please check  the INSERT 

for a list of all past and present Ti-

ger Talk staff members. 

Tiger Talk 
Maloney Interdistrict Magnet School Student Newspaper 



Putting it All Together 
by Natalie DeLuca and Morgan DiNunzio 

            Many people at Maloney think that being in Tiger Talk is just thinking of something you’re going to 

write about and then forming it into a paragraph. But it requires a lot more hard work and concentration than 

you think. First of all, reporters aren’t the only people in Tiger Talk. There is an art staff that creates the pic-

tures, at least six reporters, the Editor-in-Chief, Mrs. Wiehn, and sometimes there is a layout team, The layout 

team  is a group of kids who help decide where all of the articles will go in the paper.   

 The process in making the paper isn’t simple at all. The first step in making the paper is brainstorming 

all of your ideas. Sometimes, depending on if the paper will have a theme will determine what you are going to 

write about. There are hundreds of things you can write about, but you have to choose wisely or else you are 

stuck writing about a topic that you really don’t want to write about.  

           Next, you need to choose who to work with, but you can’t always choose to be with friends, or boys 

with boys or girls with girls. You need to choose someone who you believe you will work well with and you 

and your partner(s) want to write about the same topic. Then after you pick your partner and your topic, start to 

jot down ideas about it. You can use background knowledge, research in books or online, or ask Mrs. Wiehn or 

other teachers for more information. And here is probably the most difficult step in making the paper: taking 

the information you have and forming it into paragraphs. Now, this part takes lots of focus and concentration. 

Sometimes your words flow right out of you like a river, but on other days you may have writer’s block, which 

means that you can’t think of anything to put in your paragraphs. After you’re done with your writing you 

need to type it. Then, once your story is typed into a laptop, Mrs. Wiehn will project your story onto the screen 

and all of the reporters will edit and revise everything. So if you are chosen to be in Tiger Talk, these are the 

steps you are going to have to follow to write for the Tiger Talk Newspaper! 

 

First: 

Think of a 

topic. 

Next: 

Got the 

idea! 

Find a  

partner. 

Then: 

Find some 

information. 

Research, read, 

interview, or view 

and write about it. 

Last: 

Edit, revise, 

and type your 

final product. 

Pictures by Hannah Lavenski 



 

 The Story of Tora 
by Arianna Bush and Emma Farrow 

 Interested in Tora? Then read this story! The original mascot of Maloney Magnet School was a tiger 

but it didn’t have a name. In spring 2006, the Tiger Talk Staff held a contest to name our tiger mascot. Any 

staff member or student who attended the school was invited to submit a name. The students, staff, and faculty 

came up with a total of 83 suggestions. A group of Tiger Talk members chose a few of the many names. Soon 

everyone voted for one of the remaining. The whole school committee had to vote for one of these 4 names, 

Tora (Japanese for tiger), McTavish, Hobbes, or Mr. Maloney. During the spring of 2006, the name Tora was 

chosen as the mascot’s name. Hooray!!  

 Tora has been featured in many Tiger Talk issues in things such as comics, articles, games, artwork, 

and  has her own advice column for helping students solve their problems. 

 In 2008, Tora was on her way to Barnes & Noble to search for Tiger Hunting Strategies when sud-

denly, she ran into a dashing, handsome tiger that had the book in his paw. Tora and Akio became great friends 

and for a couple of years they went on many exciting adventures. Then, one 

day in 2010, they were walking in the park when surprisingly, Akio got down 

on his knee and proposed to a beautiful tiger named Tora. On June 10, 2010 

they officially got married.  

 In 2013, Maloney Magnet received a special surprise.. 

 

 

The Story of the Cubs 
by Sean O’Donnell and Nathan Meglio 

 On April 4, 2013 at 6:30 A.M., Tora gave birth to a boy cub. Twelve minutes later, a girl cub was born. 

The babies were crying in Tora’s paws. They were born in Maloney’s nurse’s office. Tora and Akio each 

picked up a cub and gently carried them into the library where they now live. 

 A few days later, Tora and Akio had trouble naming the cubs so they asked for our help. After spring 

vacation, we voted on what the names should be. The results were amazing. The boy’s name was “Takeshi” 

meaning fierce warrior and the girl’s name was “Ayaka” meaning colorful flower. Tora and Akio were very 

happy with the cubs’ names. 

 After summer vacation, Sara Way and Sean O’Donnell came up with a comic called “Super Family”. 

The comic was about how the Superintendent of Waterbury Public Schools was changing Maloney’s mascot to 

a monkey. Tora and her family needed to get back into the hero game to save themselves and to save Maloney. 

Tora and Akio liked the comic so much that they decided to train the cubs to save people and keep children 

protected at all costs. 

 Takeshi and Ayaka are growing strong and healthy. They are also being trained to hunt. They are grow-

ing up to be like their parents, which means they will be spectacular role models! :)  

by Lilly Mallane 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RULES  

1. Roll the die (one dice), whoever gets the lowest num-

ber goes first. 

2. Use a nickel, penny, or a dime or any spare game 

pieces. 

3. Use a die (one dice) to play. 

4. You can only use the shortcut if you land on it. 

5. The first person to get Tora to the party in 2014 

WINS! 

Story 

by Lilly Mallane and Sara Way 
 

 Tora is on her way to the tenth year 

anniversary party when she falls into a portal 

which brings her back to Valentine`s Day, 

2004. Help her get back to the year 2014 to 

get to the party! 

 

Game:  

Tora’s Time Warp 

Game and pictures by Lilly Mallane and Sara Way 
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2008:Tora and Akio 

February 14, 2004 

Valentine’s Day  

by Molly Kennelly 



 In 2004, Ms. Wiehn and Mrs. Synott launched a student newspaper with nineteen fourth 

and fifth grade reporters. The first objective was to decide on a name for the paper. The staff 

came up with ideas and finally voted for Tiger Talk as the newspaper title. 

Tiger Talk Timeline 
by Lucas Balikian, Joshua Nghiem, and Caleb Roden 

 The first issue of Tiger Talk was published in 2004 and was a special Valentine’s Day 

edition. 

 In 2006, the advice column “Ask the Tiger” was added and renamed “Ask Tora” after 

the Tiger Talk staff held a contest to name our school mascot. Also, an art staff was added. 

 Over the years the color and style had varied until the spring of 2006 when our new 

masthead and tiger striped pages were added. Using his imagination, Stanley Little created the 

picture of the tiger head, which is now coming out of the jungle in the newspaper’s masthead. 

Thanks to Janice at Tower Printing for her beautiful design! 

 Photographers were added in 2007. Photographers, when needed were selected from the 

Tiger Talk team. 

 Starting in 2009 some issues were based on a theme throughout the entire newspaper, 

such as Health and Fitness, Pets, Five Food Groups, Endangered Animals, and Summer Olym-

pics. 

 In 2013, Tora’s cubs were born and the Tiger Talk staff held a contest to name them. 

Ayaka and Takeshi were chosen as the two names. 

 In 2014, Tiger Talk celebrates ten years of publication!  :)  



Dear Tora, 

 My friend is hanging out with someone who is really mean. And now she barely talks to me. 

What should I do? 

       From Awesome 10 

Dear Awesome 10, 

 Tell her how you feel. Explain how she might fall under her friend’s bad influence. Also, let your friend 

know how important your friendship is to you. 

       Love, 

       Tora 

Dear Tora, 

 My best friend is jealous of me having other friends. She gets mad at me too. Please help. 

       XOXO, 

       1287 

Dear 1287, 

 First, you aren’t doing anything wrong, it is okay to have more than one friend. Tell your friend that no 

matter how many other friends you’ll have, she will always be your best friend. It’s important to nurture 

friendship sometimes. Maybe you should consider doing something special with that friend so she knows how 

important your friendship means to you. 

       Love, 

       Tora 

Dear Friends…..please let us know if your problems have been solved. Write and use the same name you 

originally used so we will recognize you and know your problem. Let us know what worked and what 

didn’t. We care.                                                         Love, Tora and staff 

Ask Tora 

 

by Tora with help from Mrs. Cancro, Lucas Balikian, James 

Cipriano, Natalie DeLuca, Morgan DiNunzio, Joshua Nghiem, 

Caleb Roden, and Nathan Stellmach. 

by Alyssa Rodriguez 
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Ashley Antunes 
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Emma Farrow 

Nathan Meglio 

Sean O’Donnell 

Sara Way 

Lucas Balikian 

James Cipriano 
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Morgan DiNunzio 

Joshua Nghiem 

Caleb Roden 

Nathan Stellmach 

Art Staff: 

Hannah Lavenski 
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Guest Artists: 

Yonatan Hagerty, Alyssa 

Rodriguez, Amber Venditti 

Editor-in-Chief: 

Mrs. Wiehn 

History of Maloney 
by James Cipriano and Nathan Stellmach 

 Have you ever wondered how Maloney started? Well, we have 

the facts. The original Maloney was built in 1889 with only eight 

classrooms. Originally, it was called Clay St. School because it was 

built on the corner of Clay St. It was called by this name until 1914, 

when the school was renamed Maloney School, which was named af-

ter a man named Cornelius Maloney. Cornelius was born on May 18, 

1853 in New Britain, Connecticut and moved to Waterbury in July of 

1881. He was elected to the General Assembly in 1887. Sadly, he died 

on January 5, 1914 after being hit by an automobile. The school was 

renamed in his honor for his dedication to the city of Waterbury. In 

1994, the old school was torn down and a new one was built. The con-

struction was halted because of asbestos, which is fireproof material 

once used in building that was later found to be harmful. The building 

was finally finished and the new school became Maloney Interdistrict 

Magnet School. The new school allows kids from many towns and 

admission is by lottery. The school’s magnets include a Japanese pro-

gram, Science Tech, and technology. Maloney still thrives with new 

students coming every year. Over the years, the school has had many 

changes to its program. We’re proud of our school, are you? 

Welcome, Hannah!  

by Caleb Roden and  

Nathan Stellmach  

 The Tiger Talk staff would like 

to welcome Hannah Lavenski as part 

of our art staff. This is her winning 

drawing (to the left). Thank you to eve-

ryone that entered our  contest, it was a 

very hard decision . The three other 

finalists are Alyssa Rodriguez, Yo-

natan Hagerty, and Amber Venditti . 

Their drawings are shown throughout 

this issue.                                by Hannah Lavenski 

THANK YOU! 

 We would like to thank every reporter and artist who worked on Tiger Talk over the 

years, Mrs. Synott and Mrs. Wiehn, and every person who has ever read a Tiger Talk newspa-

per. Names of all who worked on our newspaper can be found on the insert in this issue. We 

give a special thanks to Peter Galullo and Janice Baranoski from Tower Printing for help-

ing us with the printing and designing for the last ten years on this amazing journey.  


